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CLAIMS 

1. A method in a mobile wireless communications device, 

comprising: 

programming a first and second communication time limits for 
corresponding first and second communication time intervals in the mobile 
wireless communications device; 

determining a first communication time remaining in the first time 
interval by decrementing the first communication time limit for communication 
time used in the first time interval; 

determining a second communication time remaining outside the 
first time interval by decrementing the second communication time limit for 
communication time used outside the first time interval. 

2. The method of Claim 1, displaying on the mobile wireless 
communications device the first communication time remaining, displaying on the 
mobile wireless communications device the second communication time 
remaining. 

3. The method of Claim 2, generating a user alert at the mobile 
wireless communications device before a first total communication time used in 
the first time interval exceeds the first communication time limit. 
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4. The method of Claim 1, automatically resetting the first 
communication time remaining to the first communication time limit periodically, 
automatically resetting the second communication time remaining to the second 
communication time limit periodically. 

5 

5. A method in a mobile wireless communications device, 

^ comprising: 

w3 determining a communication time remaining by decrementing a 

Jo communication time limit for communication time used by the mobile wireless 
i communications device; 

I™ providing a user alert at the mobile wireless communications device 

-~i before a total communication time used by the mobile wireless communications 

Q device exceeds the communication time limit. 

& 

6. The method of Claim 5, indicating at the mobile wireless 
communications device the communication time remaining. 

20 

7. The method of Claim 6, indicating the communication time 
remaining by displaying the communication time remaining on a display of the 
mobile wireless communications device. 
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8. The method of Claim 5, automatically resetting the 
communication time remaining to the communication time limit periodically, 
automatically resetting the total communication time used periodically. 

5 

9. The method of Claim 5, providing the user alert on the mobile 
wireless communications device by generating at least one of an audible and 

? =J tactile signal. 

lio 

j= 10. A method in a mobile wireless communications device, 

*y comprising: 

|=f determining a communication time remaining based on a difference 

Q between a communication time limit mobile wireless communications device and 

f §5 communication time used by the mobile wireless communications device; 

indicating at the mobile wireless communications device the 
communication time remaining; 

automatically resetting the communication time remaining to the 
communication time limit periodically. 

20 

11. The method of Claim 10, indicating the communication time 
remaining by displaying the communication time remaining on the mobile 
wireless communications device. 

25 
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12. The method of Claim 10, providing a user alert at the mobile 
wireless communications device before a total communication time used by the 
mobile wireless communications device exceeds the communication time limit. 

13. A method in a communications device, comprising: 
indicating at the communications device a first communication time 

remaining based on a difference between a first communication time used and first 
communication time limit in a first time interval; 

indicating at the communications device a second communication 
time remaining based on a difference between a second communication time used 
and the second communication time limit in a second time interval. 

14. The method of Claim 13, 

programming the first and second communication time limits for the 
corresponding first and second time intervals in the mobile wireless 
communications device; 

determining the first and second communication times remaining at 
the mobile wireless communications device. 

15. The method of Claim 13, automatically resetting the first 
communication time remaining to the first communication time limit and 
automatically resetting the second communication time remaining to the second 
time limit periodically. 
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16. The method of Claim 13, indicating the first and second 
communication times remaining by displaying the first and second 
communications time remaining on a display of the communications device. 

17. The method of Claim 13, generating a user alert at the 
communications device before a first total time of communications used in the first 
time interval exceeds the first communication time limit. 

18. The method of Claim 13, generating a user alert at the 
communications device not later than when transitioning between the first and 
second time intervals. 
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